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Pharmacognosy | Chapter-5 | Unit -7  

Miscellaneous:-  Squill, Galls, Pale Catechu, Ashwagandha, 

Vasaka, Tulsi, Guggul  
 

Miscellaneous:- 
 

Squill  
Synonyms: Sea onion, sqring squill, sea squill, scilla. 

Biological source:  

Squill consists of the dried slices of the bulb of white varity of Urginea maritima 

Linn. 

Chemical Constituents:  

Squill contains cardiac glycosides of buffadienolides types scillaren A and B and 

enzymes scillatenase. 

The other chemicals present in proscillaridin, flavonoid, mucilage, volatile 

substance and sinistrin. 

Uses:  

 It is used in asthama. 

 It is a potential substitute for foxglove in aiding a failing heart. 

 It is used in pest control as rat poison. 

 It is longely used for its stimulating, Expectorant and diuretic properties and 

is also a cardiac tonic. 

 It is used to relieve edema, thin mucusa, and vomiting. 
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Galls 
Synonyms: Acimony, animosity, arrogance, bitterness, brass. 

Family: Anacardiaceae 

Biological source:  

Galls are vegetable outgrowths formed on the twigs of dyer's oak Quercus infectoria. 

Chemical Constituents: 

It contains tanins known as gallotannic acid, gallic acid, ellagic acid, sitosterol methyl betulate 

starch, calcium oxalate and other chemical syringic acid. 

Uses:  

 It is used as astringent. 

 It is used for tanning and dyeing. 

 It is also used in the manufacturing of ink and tannic acid. 

 

Pale catechu 
Synonyms: Gambier, Catechu 

Family: Rubiaceae 

Biological source:  

It is an aqueous extract prepared from the leaves and young shoots of Uncaria gambier 

Roxburgh. 

Chemical Constituents:  

It contain catechin, catechu, tannic acid and catechu red, Quercetin and Gambier fluorescein. 

Uses:  

It is used as astringent. 
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It is used in leather and fabric industry. 

 

 

Ashwagandha:  
Synonyms: Balya, Vajikari, vajigandha varahakarni, hayagandha, kushthagandhi. 

Family:- Solanaceae 

Biological source:  

It consists of the dried roots and stem bases of Withinia somnifera Dunal. 

Chemical Constituents:  

Ashwagandha contain the alkaloid withanine as the main constituent and somniferine, pseudo 

with anine, tropine, hygrine and steroid lactones. 

Uses:  

 They are used in treatment of nervous disorders. 

 It used to treat intestinal infection and leprosy. 

 It is also used to treat nervous exhaustion, dedility, insomnia wasting diseases, failure to 

thrive in children etc. 

 It is used in treatment of infertility. 

 

Vasaka 
Synonyms: vass, vasaka sinhasya, adulasa. 

Family: Acanthaceae 

Biological source:  

Vasaka consists of dried as well as fresh leaves of the plant Adhatoda vasica Nees. 

Chemical Constituents: 

They contain very small amount of essential oil and quinazoline alkaloids. 

Uses:  
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 It used as bronchodilator 

 It used to preparation of syrup act an Expectorant. 

 Vasicine shows oxytocic property like oxytocin and methyl ergotamine. 

 

Tulsi 
Synonyms: Sacred basil, Holy basil 

Family: Lamiaceae 

Biological source:  

It consists of fresh and dried leaves of Ocimum sanctum Linn. 

Chemical Constituents: 

It contains isothymusin, Ursolic acid, eugenol, and sinapic acid, rosmarinic acid 

etc. 

 

Uses:  

 It is use to treat heart disease and fever. 

 It is used to treat respiratory problems. 

 It is used to treat insect bites. 

 Tulsi leaves are used to Treatment of skin problems like acne blackheads. 


